
15-minute Assignment PRIOR TO JANUARY 13, 2017 CLASS 
Field Observation in a Congregation 

One of the ways we understand the culture and theology of a congregation is by 
observing its social setting, its building, its artifacts, and its rituals.  This is a very brief 
introduction to how to start this process. 

Visit a church building – preferably one you do not know.  It can be for a worship 
service or at a time when worship is not held.  Write brief notes to answer the 
following questions. 

What does a quick look at the neighborhood tell you about the community surrounding 
this church? 

With the amount of family homes and the school many people pass the church daily both 
by car and on foot.  From outside both churches look as if they would be “pillar 
churches”. 

What does the building tell you about the culture of this church? 

The congregation is probably many generations old. There is money enough to maintain 
the beauty and grandeur of the building. 

What do the material objects inside the church tell you? 

I went to two different churches and they were both locked on a Wednesday at 10am. 

Looking at the bulletin (if one is available inside the sanctuary), what do you learn about 
the symbols, rituals, worldview, tradition, and culture of this church? 
  
I have attached pictures of the outside board of each church with really only speaks to the 
types of services that they offer. 




