Continuing your study of the Old Testament
J. O’Brien
One of the big things you’ve probably learned in OT100 is that no one resource will cover all that you want to know. So, it really helps to get clear about your question before you search for resources. 
For example, are your questions . . .
· historical-- when a particular book was written, when the Jewish canon got put together, what really happened during the exile, etc.?  If so, you can search through the library databases on the particular questions you have, using search specific search terms that are likely to be in the titles. In this case, the more recent the scholarship, the better. 
· about particular books—Leviticus? Micah? Daniel? Commentaries are often your best bet here. What do you want to know about them? Don’t forget to consult the “Guides” on the left side of the seminary library home page. The “Commentaries” list under “Biblical Studies” gives some description of different commentary series.
· about genres of literature—wisdom? prophets? Look for resources that group these together.
· about how other people have interpreted? Look for social location terms like “Jewish,” “feminist,” “African American,” “queer,” etc. 
· about scholarly perspectives—the Documentary Hypothesis, the Deuteronomistic History, historical study of apocalypses? Then use those search terms.  Look for articles as well as books. 
· about what particular Hebrew words mean? Commentaries in which the author gives his/her own translation will discuss translation matters.
A few selected resources (the Bibliography follows)
· reading the Bible as responses to political trauma: (Carr 2014) (Brett 2016) (O'Connor 2011)
· theological reflections on introductory biblical scholarship: (Sharp 2010)
· the value of the diversity of voices in the HB: (McEntire 2018)
· reading the violence of the prophets: (O'Brien 2008, Weems 1995)
· on Job: (Newsom 2003)
· on Psalms: (Hopkins 2002)
· feminist readings: (Lapsley 2005)
· womanist interpretation: (Byron and Lovelace 2016)
· series of books: Oxford Handbook of ______  (the Prophets, Apocalyptic Literature, etc.) 
· databases/websites/blogs/journals
Bible Odyssey website   https://www.bibleodyssey.org/
Biblical Studies blogs   https://biblioblogtop50.wordpress.com/biblioblogs/
Interpretation       https://journals.sagepub.com/loi/INT
Oxford Biblical Studies Online (in seminary databases)
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